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THIS IS UNEVALUATED iNFORMATION

Brrst Greiner, Beriin

g For several certuries, siate has been mined in Germony. The prm&:ip«l xe-
: glone of slate production in the Germsa Dewo-ratic Republic arve the Frankemwald
(Lohesten), the Thuoringer Wald (Loguitz Vulley), and Steinad. In addition,
there ore alsc soms deposits, though of less importance, in Sachsen, thejprod-
acts of which at present sre used only es the raw materisls for milled products,

- puring World Wer II, ebove-ground instsllations, es well &g wine ghafts
dud mining oites, were partially destroyed.
decedes have now mapaged to put the wines beck im dperation on a productiva

“beais.

Miners who had worked there for

i v SZAte piqes which are of any importance have since 1549 become peopla's
; property. The minimg ordinance of 10 August 1950 has made it possible for the

=

slate mining induatry to realize furthar development and to wobilize ali avail-
&able reaources for the reconstruction of the GDR economy. Two industrial ‘trage
gchoole bave assuped the task of training skilled persommel for the slate- ig-
dustry. lLarge expenditures for combating silicosis demonstrate that the govern-
ment of the GDR gives full suppcit to the 2lzte industry’ ‘in 1ts efforts to glim-
inate thig diseese, which, heretofore,. has alvayn been an 1nped1mnt to the de-
vel,apunt of” al&te nnning

smta ag o Rav M Baw )hte.rxsl

»

L &\ate nired 1n Thueringen -and in.the Frapkenwald is suitable fo:ﬁ!‘c in the
constriiction and electrical industries, for roofing and wall slate, a8 lin-
ipg wateriel., In the construction of the plapetarium which the workérs of the
GIR precented as & gift to I. V. Stalin on his TOth birthday, Thuaripgen slnte
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wazs uzgd, The electirical industry uses slate from Thueringen in the construc~
ticn of suitchboerds and as dnsulation material -for resistors. Thueringen
sléte hds en ineulation capacity of up to 2,000 volts. The Silur slste mined
ot Sieinad 1o dultedls for making slate pencils.

At Btelirsd, thers 15 aiso o deposit of Devonien slate » Waich car be used ap
ghrewive und Insuistica mevarial, Honing stones for razors and surgicel iugtru-
mentt sre also wide a% Steinsd, The Devunion slate can be worked in vhe samo
Wiy 04 metal, on lathes, milling machines » #ud plensrs, Thus, 1t is possible
2 shepe L% in any feshios ov %o cut inresds In it. It 18 even used in the .
mnufeclure of writing implementa, vases, ond bovls. The testure of this slate .
18 6o beauntiful thot 1t can be polisked to & marble-like sppearance.

The mast lnportant preduct of the slate industry is roofing end wall slate,
Before the war, the Lehesten exd Loguitz Areas had sn output equal to thet of
&1l other Gurman slate mires. At present, avout 55 perceat of the provar pro-~ .
duction level has hesn atiainerd,

inber in the Slate Induntry
. Tias enjority of the slate oinera come from the US uone. By sn agreement,
it was poesible to put 250 "newployed vorkers from Bavarie to work [n the GDR/.
Butwrprigses which bod previously cmployed 300-400 vorkers now ermloy only 150
Ytoouse thore ave not enougn. technical workers in the GDR, By the establishmant
<2 4wc schopls for tpprentices, conditions have been crested for 80lving the
pri¥dind of developing & ruture lsbor force.

Ko coal im expended in the nining and procepsing of roofirg and wall slate,
in contyast with production ‘of roofing tile. Some power is required for thae
production of compressed sir and illwminsticn of the mines and buildings. Dur-
abllity of alate is unlimited, and in the central mountainous areac end thosa
g, soowlfall ie heavy, It 15 a8 waterie® well adapted for use in all ¢ 3¢ of

ing. At Kronech, houses which hed slete roofs laid in 1630 have gi:entlﬂ
;5;;' Leen rarccfad; tils gives a clear demonstration of the durability of “hueringan
3 slate,

Future Froapecte

B Waste produced in slate processing is converted in slote mills to slate

“#lakes end slate powder. Thus » vaste piles are elimipated, and tlhe econuwics
ofiproduction are improved. Slate powder replaces kaolin apd talc in the pro-
duction of pesticides and in thz rubber industry; it is used also in large quan-

{ titles by the chemical industry 8s carrier for Gesarol and other pesticidea.

.. Slate flekes mre used on roofing z2per erd replsce tale, which has to be im-

. ported from Norvsy. :

s The GIR slate industry provides means for censerving valusble foreign cur-

3 rency aed alse for acquiring such currency through export of slate powder in ;

: the form of Gesarcl, slate pencils, slate blackboards, and roofing and vall slate, .
The Five-Year Plan provides approximately 9 miliion Deutsche marks for expanding
cepecity, for improving the sociel status of ninefs, ard for mininz nev slata
deposits. Witd this investimsnt » 1t vill be possible to incremse siate ‘Freduc-
tion by about 165 percent. Prewar production levels will be attained in 195k,
By introduction of new vork metnods > Gevelopment of new machinery, and mechani-

L ration of mining, the economy of slate works will be substantially improved.

; Research.work will offer further possibilities for the use of slatc. It is the

I tagk of workers, executives, and engineers to make possible replacement of BADY

other valuable rav materials by tiae use of slate products,
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